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EST "Chester;” accord- -
ing to a local wisecrack,

s the only town where you can -

rive in ‘Gay’ and exit ‘High.”
The wordplay, of course, refers
) street names: But it also re-
ects a growing homophobia -
mong suburbanites concerned
hout the borough’s decision to
ame a new high school after the

te civil-rights leader and native '

on Bayard Rustin.

That is why the West Chester
\rea School Board recently
noved to reconsider the issue,
iting Rustin’s conscientious-ob-
sctor status during WWIIand

is imprisonment related toitas -

he reason for their decision,
ather than his homosexuality. -
Joseph P. Green Jr., the board
nember who introduced the res-
lution, maintained that the dis-

rict “owes it to the thousands of -

tudents” who will attend the
1ew school to “investigate the

ncts” to determine whether Rus-

in was a true felon or if he was a
/alid conscientious objector.

If he ) gay, then |t s 'No way'

BURT SMITH/Bayard Rustln Foundation® ‘

Bayard Rustin with Martm Luther ng Jr.in1965. -

Let’s mvestlgate the facts. :
» Rustin, a black native of West
Chester, was raised by a Quaker-
grandmother whose teachings in-

-spired an eatly commitment to

pacifism.
> As a young man, Rustln trav—

. ’eled to India to study the nonvio-
lent protest of Gandhi, later inte-
‘grating that philosophy into the

. US. civil-rights movement.

» During World War II, Rustin

- applied for'and received consci-
- entlous obJector status because

of hlS Quaker upbrmgmg
» In 1943, Rustin ‘was impris-
oned for refusmg toreport fora -
. the civil-rights movement.

physical exam for public-service

work. He believed that such ser- .~
- vice would tacitly condone the
- prosecution of the war and as

such was inconsistent w1th “the .

~will of God.” -
~ “Iregretthatl must break the i
‘law of the state,” Rustin said,

.~ “butIam prepared for whatever
- may follow.” '

Rustin’s stance was based on
the same kind of moral courage.

Luther King Jr, an avowed paci-

fist, to oppose the Vietnam War -
' and go to prisori.on several occa-
. sions for leading c1v11-r1ghts dem- ;

onstrations..
- Rustin taught King the tactics

- of nonviolent protest, serving as .

akey adviser to the younger Bap-

.- tist minister. He worked behind .
the scenes, helpmg with ng s

-

' speeches and in foundmg the
. Southern Christizan Leadershlp
-Conference.

Most notably, Rustin coordinat

“ed the 1968 March on Washing-
ton, which drew an estimated
'250,000 people and is widely re-

garded as the ¢limatic event of

Would Green and the district

. residents who support his resolt
- tion object to naming the new
~ high school after King, whose
*own pacifism and prison record

were more pronounced than Rus

. 'tin’s? Probably not. But then,

King wasn’t gay. .
Perhaps the school board will

have the'moral courage to stick
- with its original decision and
that inspired the Rev. Dr. Martin -

name the new school after
Bayard Rustin, who should be
honored for his moral stand
against war and contributions t
civil rights — not denigrated -

‘because of his sexual
- orientation. %

Writer William C. Kashatus is a pacifist

. whobelongs tothe Goshen Friends
~ MeetinginWest Chester.
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