By WILLIAM C. KASHATUS
€% 70U DON'T have to do

i, great things,” sociologist
Ruth Jacobs tells us, “but the little
things you are doing in your
sphere of influence can be done
with great conviction, great wis-
dom, great beauty, and great love.”

For those of us who attended
['rankford Friends School dur-
Ing the last 85 years, Terry and
Carol Farley did so many “little
(hings” with such “great convic-
tion, great wisdom, great beauty,
and great love” that it will be dif-
ficult to imagine the small Quak-
or school without them.

The couple, who will be retir-
ing this month, taught a genera-
lion of students that “what” you
learn in elementary school is not
ns important as “how” you learn
it, and how you “let your life
speak for others.”

['rankford Friends, established
in 1833, is the only Quaker school
in Northeast Philadelphia. Locat-
od in the shadow of the El at Penn
and Orthodox, the K-8 school nev-
or had an enrollment much above
170 and still has the lowest tuition
of any Friends school in the area.

Terry Farley arrived there as a
reading and music teacher in

educationa

1967. Two years later, he became
principal. His wife, Carol, be-
came the sixth-grade teacher in
1971. Ever since, the couple have
been the bedrock of the school.
Although the Farleys aren’t
members of the Religious Soci-
ety of Friends, they quickly em-
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braced the Quaker mission of the
school, adding their own strong
commitment to civil rights,
youngsters and music.

Since the couple have no chil-
dren of their own, the students
and teachers quickly became
their family. They made Frank-
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ford Friends a vibrant
and safe place for
youngsters by teach-
ing them how to re-
solve their differences
peaceably and respect-
ing each other for
their unicueness.
Their passionate love
of music made the
small school “sing.”

Special programs, as-
semblies and gradua-
tions were only the fi-
nal products. Children
learned another means
of communication by
disciplined rehearsal,
self-expression by sing-
ing, playing the record-
er or hand bells, and
service to the commuini-
ty by performing at
nursing homes and oth-
er schools.

Of course, there -
were hard times, too.
Broken windows, graf-
fiti, thefts. Concerns about relo-
cating the school to a more afflu-
ent part of the city.

And hard budget decisions in-
volving the retention of gifted, eco-
nomically-disadvantaged students
and talented young teachers.
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| legacyof love, learning & peace

Through it all, the Farleys,
with the support of a dedicated
faculty and school committee, a
firm but gentle approach, and a
compassionate understanding,
taught us that we each can make
a difference in this world as long
as we are true to ourselves and
our beliefs.

At a time when there are tre-
mendous market pressures on
Friends schools to compete with
other private schools for stu-
dents and greater prestige, the
Farleys’ example reminds us
that the true value of an educa-
tion does not rest with the most
up-to-date facilities, the number
of Ivy League degrees on the fac
ulty or even the acceptance rates
to prestigious schools. -

What really matters are meart
ingful relationships between stu-
dents and their teachers, learn-
ing from personal-experience
and the self-esteem that is culti-
vated by both. -

“Love,” “learning” and “peace”
— three “little things” that the
Farleys taught so many, and
what we wish for them in their
retirement. %

William Kashatus, a regular contributor,
graduated from Frankford Friends in 1971.
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